EXECUTIVE OVERVIEW
WAYNE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

WELCOME TO
WAYNE COUNTY

Fast Facts
Wayne County has been
ranked as one of the Top Ten
locations in the U.S. for business
expansion and attraction
activity for four years in a row
and consistently ranks among
the Midwest’s most active
development areas.
Our economic strength ranking,
as compiled by Policom, Inc.
has increased from 140th in the
country in 2004 to 42nd in 2008.
The overall cost of living
in Wayne County is 10%
below the national average.
Housing costs are 35% below
the average of other U.S.
communities.
The City of Wooster, which is
Wayne County’s largest city and
county seat, has been named
Ohio’s Best Hometown and a
Bizjournals survey named it a
U.S. “Dreamtown.”
The Ohio State University’s
Ohio Agricultural and Research
Development Center (OARDC)
is the nation’s largest research
facility dedicated to the
agbiosciences.
The College of Wooster is
ranked among the Top Ten
liberal arts colleges in the
country by U.S. News & World
Report.
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Thank you for your interest in Wayne County, Ohio.
We appreciate the opportunity to provide you with
information on our region.
We are located in Northeast Ohio approximately 60 miles
southwest of Cleveland and 35 miles west of Akron and
Canton. Over the past several decades, Wayne County has
evolved into one of the most dynamic small communities
in the country. We offer the advantages of small-town
living with the amenities offered by three neighboring
metropolitan areas. We pride ourselves on our agricultural
heritage and the work ethic it has engendered in our labor
force. It has also propelled us into one of the elite areas
of the U.S. for technology and R&D associated with the
agbiosciences.
We also have a vibrant, international manufacturing
community that has prospered here. Companies like J.M
Smucker, Cleveland Clinic, Scotts, JLG, Morton Salt, Luk,
Wooster Brush, Gerstenslager, Purina and Pepsico all have
operations in Wayne County. They are joined by a host of
other local manufacturing concerns that continue to grow
due to lower costs and ready access to markets.
Wayne County offers the global business community
a unique combination of quality for your business and
your life. Careful nurturing of this brand over the years
has vaulted it into one of the elite small communities in
the country. And, you won’t find a group more eager and
interested in helping you succeed than our economic
development team here in Wayne County.

We look forward to welcoming you to
Wayne County soon.

LOCATION
Wooster Motor Ways

Wayne County Airport

Mileage to
Major Cities

Easy Access To Profitable Markets
Wayne County is strategically positioned between
Columbus and Cleveland, Ohio. It provides convenient
access to interstate highways I-71, I-76 and I-77.
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Wayne County’s strategic location makes it:
• Within a one-hour flight of half the U.S. population.
• Accessible to 20 major U.S. markets via a one-day
interstate highway drive, with 30 other major
metropolitan areas reachable on the second day.
• A one hour drive to downtown Cleveland’s business
district and cultural attractions or 45 minute drive to
similar amenities in Akron or Canton.
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Commercial
Air Service

You Can Get It There From Here
General Aviation: Wayne County Airport in Smithville
provides services for private and business aircraft, and
boasts a 5,200 x 100 ft. east/west runway.

Akron/Canton Regional
Airport offers complete
commercial passenger/
freight service and is
located approximately 25
miles east of Wayne County.

Railroad: CSX, Norfolk Southern, RJ Corman and
Wheeling & Lake Erie provide rail service throughout
Wayne County. These rail services provide local industries
with easy access for transporting supplies and products.

Cleveland Hopkins Airport
(50 miles north) serves
Northeastern Ohio with over
800 domestic and foreign
flights daily.

Trucking Services: Several major delivery services
including Federal Express and United Parcel Service
provide service throughout Wayne County. There is also
an extensive selection of trucking firms in the area, from
contract haulers and heavy and light haulers to general
motor freight.

CANADA

Our close proximity
to Cleveland and
other major markets
provides convenient
access to global
transportation
and distribution
networks for
your business.
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250 miles

500 miles
Charlotte
Atlanta

2

WORKFORCE
Labor Market

A Skilled Workforce

“TechniGraphics is a rapidly
growing computer-aided
design and digital mapping
company. People ask me don’t you have difficulty in
getting qualified people to
move there? I tell them my
experience. We never have a
problem in getting the right
people to move to Wooster.”

A skilled and abundant workforce is becoming a key
competitive advantage of enterprises. Wayne County offers
a broad spectrum of skilled workers whose work ethic
is grounded in the agricultural heritage of the county.
Drawing upon its own workforce and those of three nearby
major metropolitan areas, employers report a readily
available supply of quality labor.

– Dee Vaidya
President & CEO
TechniGraphics, Inc.

Training Resources

EMPLOYMENT STATUS*
Population 16 years +
In labor force
Civilian labor force
Employed
Unemployed
Armed Forces
Not in labor force
Civilian labor force
Unemployed

84,650
56,816
56,801
53,223
3,578
15
27,834
56,801
6.3%

*U.S. Census Bureau, 2005 American
Community Survey

COMMUTING PATTERNS*
The average commute time for
Wayne County workers is 19.4
minutes.
County
Medina
Summit
Stark
Holmes
Cuyahoga
Ashland
Richland
Lorain
Tuscarawas
Franklin
Coshocton

In From
1,726
1,095
3,026
2,411
163
1,712
443
0
688
146
178

Out To
4,667
3,948
1,672
1,247
1,193
565
297
145
125
76
0

*U.S. Census Bureau, 2005 American
Community Survey

UNIONIZED LABOR
Employers in Wayne County enjoy
excellent labor relations.
Unionization rates of manufacturing
employment is significantly lower
in Wayne County (14.6%) than
in the state of Ohio (23.1%) and
surrounding MSA’s.
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Businesses will find support for their workforce
development efforts from the available training resources,
educational institutions and community workforce
development efforts our region offers.

A company’s ability to find and maintain a skilled workforce
is vital to success. Workforce and labor development
programs are delivered through a variety of providers in
Wayne County:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wayne County Employment & Training Connection
Wayne County Schools Career Center
Ohio Department of Development
The Ohio State University-Agricultural Technical Institute
Goodwill Industries of Wayne and Holmes Counties
University of Akron/Wayne College
Ohio Rehabilitation Services Commission
The Counseling Center of Wayne and Holmes Counties
Wooster High School
Ohio Department of Job and Family Services

Investing In Human Capital
The Ohio Department of Development’s Workforce and
Talent Division provides a variety of customized training
grants under the umbrella of the Ohio Workforce Guarantee
program which is aimed at creating and retaining jobs via
the improvement of workers’ skills and abilities.
The Division’s training grants are coordinated locally
by the Employment and Training Connection (ETC), a
one-stop shop where companies are provided assistance
through all phases of the application and approval process,
at no cost to the business.
The Division’s Business Services Representatives market
the full array of one-stop services to businesses, assist
with layoff aversion activities, provide Labor Market
Information to employers considering the retention
and/or expansion of operation and provide training on
OhioMeansJobs.com.
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TARGET INDUSTRIES

An Environment That Improves
Your Efficiencies And Profits

“Wayne County has a
diversified, progressive
economic base and
high quality of life.
The Ohio Agricultural
Research and
Development Center
of The Ohio State
University is pleased
to be part of that
diversity and to add to
the strong educational
influence that helps
support the area
communities.”

Over the past several decades, Wayne County has evolved
into one of the most dynamic small communities in the
country. Site Selection magazine consistently ranks it
among the Top Ten small communities in the U.S. for
business expansion.
The Wayne County economy is built upon a legacy of
strength in manufacturing and innovative thinking. Our
vibrant, international manufacturing community includes
companies like J.M. Smucker, Luk, Oshkosh, Worthington
Industries, Wooster Brush Co., Purina and Pepsico.
Emerging companies like ABS Materials and Technigraphics
are leading the development of a robust technology sector.
Wayne County companies continue to be at the forefront
of many technological advances in such diverse fields
as agbioscience, metals, information technology and
manufacturing. Its strong supply chains, proximity to
markets and available workforce make it especially suited
for the following industries:

– Steve Slack, Director
Ohio Agricultural Research and
Development Center (OARDC)
The Ohio State University

· Specialty and Precision Metals
· Food Products Manufacturing
· Ag-Biosciences
· Research and Development
· Advanced Energy-Related Manufacturing
· Data Centers
· Motor Vehicle Parts and Components
Wayne County supports these by advocating for the
investment in research and development that drives these
industries and by pursuing infrastructure investments that
serve a diverse industry portfolio.

Photos by Don Iannone Photography

Major Employers

Industry

Employees

City

J.M. Smucker
Luk USA
Wooster Brush
JLG
Frito-Lay
Gerstenslager
Gerber’s Poultry
Smith Dairy Products
Morton Salt
Akron Brass

Preserves, Jams & Jellies
Automobile Parts & Supplies
Brush Manufacturers, Equipment & Supplies
Aerial Access Equipment
Food Products
Metal Stamping
Poultry Processing Plants
Dairy Products
Salt
Fire Protection Equipment & Suplies

1200
900
600
500
440
328
300
300
299
276

Orrville
Wooster
Wooster
Orrville
Wooster
Wooster
Kidron
Orrville
Rittman
Wooster
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INCENTIVES & TAXES

Incentives Reduce Your
Investment Risk
“Combine a solid
business community,
consisting of numerous
‘world-class’ and
internationally
recognized companies,
with an exceptional
work-force and efficient,
cost-competitive
transportation access
and you have a formula
for success. Wayne
County takes full
advantage of these key
economic development
components, focusing
on the continued
prosperity of our existing
business ‘partners’…as
well as attracting new
‘growth-oriented’
business opportunities.”
– Jon Ansel
President,
D+S Distribution

Wayne County and its communities work proactively with
the State of Ohio to provide meaningful incentives and loans
that help to ensure a successful business operation.
Please contact the Wayne Economic Development
Council to discuss your specific project and the various
ways we can assist you in achieving your goals. Our
economic development team works closely with local,
county, state and federal agencies to determine eligibility
for incentive programs.

Ohio’s Revamped State Taxes Are
The Lowest In The Midwest
Ohio is executing reform that is substantially lowering the
cost of doing business in the state - with the goal of having
the lowest taxes in the Midwest.
• Reduce operating costs – No tax on inventory or
corporate income
• Enhance productivity – No tax on investments in
machinery and equipment
• Attract talent – Shrink labor costs through a 21 percent
reduction in personal income tax
• Enjoy a level playing field – All companies taxed at the
same low rate
• Boost return on investment – No tax on product sold to
customers outside Ohio
• Reward entrepreneurship – First $1 million in gross
receipts are tax-free
Wayne County offers a competitive tax environment
with low property, sales and income taxes compared to
neighboring communities in Northeast Ohio.
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QUALITY OF LIFE

Christmas Run Park

“Seaman Corporation has
manufacturing facilities in
Wooster, Ohio, in Bristol,
Tennessee, and previously
in Sarasota, Florida. While
we have found that all of
these locations offer positive
attributes for businesses, we
have a strong commitment
to the Wayne County
community.

Find Balance In An Affordable,
Attractive AgUrban Lifestyle
Wayne County offers an enviable agurban environment
that combines the best of country living with the amenities
provided by three nearby metropolitan markets.
Life is good by any measure in Wayne County, and our
community leaders devote considerable resources to ensure
it stays that way. Here you will find an engaged citizenry that
works at all levels to maintain a superior quality of life.

Wayne County has a good
labor force and is a location
with excellent logistic support.
Most importantly though,
I treasure the quality of
life offered by this unique
community.
The agricultural community,
supported by The Ohio State
University’s Agriculture,
Research, and Development
Center, the light industrial
base, and the College of
Wooster, offer a stimulating
living environment for a rural
community. At the same time,
Wooster has excellent access
to the culture of the larger
cities of Cleveland and Akron.
Wooster also has a strong
philanthropic culture,
providing not only financial
but also leadership resources
for a variety of community
programs and services.
Wayne County truly is a
special place to live, work,
and raise a family.”

– Richard Seaman
President & CEO
Seaman Corporation

Ohio Light Opera, 2009

Wayne County balances
the needs of commerce
with those of our
significant recreational
and agricultural spaces
through a forward looking
comprehensive plan. It’s
a proven formula for
prosperity and superior
livability, and one that
makes Wayne County a
model micropolitan area
that has been recognized
nationally for livability and
economic growth.

Residents find in Wayne
County a model where
business success and
personal fulfillment can
both be achieved. Whether
you think of “quality of life”
as leisure activities, cultural
enrichment, entertainment,
recreation or simply knowing
your family is safe in a city
that exudes a real sense
of community, you can
experience it in
Wayne County.
Photo by Ken Chamberlain
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CANADA

New York
Detroit
Cleveland

Chicago

Wayne
County
Pittsburgh
Columbus

500 miles
Charlotte
Atlanta

Wayne Economic Development Council
377 W. Liberty St.
Wooster, OH 44691
phone: 330-264-2411
toll free: 1-888-WAYNEOH
fax: 330-262-5745
email: info@waynecountyedc.com
www.waynecountyedc.com

